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In This Edition: 

 SPP, CWG recommend revised approach 
to Parallel Operations Market Trials 

 Now live, TCR Market to allocate its first 
Auction Revenue Rights 

 Customer Relations tightens focus, 
prepares for Parallel Operations 

 Training offers course on Marketplace’s 
special resource types in November 

Key Dates: 

 Nov. 6, 2013: Parallel Operations Go-Live 
vote 

 Nov. 12, 2013: Parallel 
Operations/Integrated Deployment begins 

 Nov. 19, 2013: Marketplace compliance to 
FERC 

 Dec. 20, 2013: MP Readiness Self-
Certification letters due to SPP 

The latest from the Marketplace workstreams: MUI documents, Web Services 
specs, Data Depository MIPO 

The Markets System workstream 
has posted an updated version of 
the Markets User Interface 
Business Rule Validations to its 
project folder and an updated 
Markets User Interface User Guide 
to the Market Trials folder (see 
the documents’ revision history 
for a comprehensive list of 
updates). Please submit your 
questions through the Request 
Management System (RMS), using 
the “Marketplace Market 
Systems” Quick Pick. 

The Markets Web Services 
specifications have been 
updated in conjuction with 
Markets release 1.7. The 
changes address defects 
discovered in testing and 
documentation 
improvements. Refer to the 
Marketplace Change Tracker 
for a description of the 
changes and the dates for 
migration to the sandbox and 
Market Trials environments. 
Submit questions through the 
RMS; use the “Marketplace 
Market Systems” Quick Pick. 

The Market Monitoring 
Data Depository team has 
posted an updated 
Member Impacting Project 
Overview for review in its 
project folder. The MIPO 
updates tables, the 
timeline, minor working 
changes, and a 
requirement to include a 
Day Ahead Must Offer 
module. Submit any 
questions through the 
RMS, using the “Market 
Monitoring” Quick Pick. 

 

SPP, CWG recommend revised approach to Parallel Operations Market Trials 

SPP staff and the Change Working Group (CWG) have both recommended moving forward with 
the Parallel Operations sub-stage of Market Trials as scheduled, while allowing time for additional 
structured and unstructured testing. Should the Integrated Marketplace’s Go-Live Team approve 
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the recommendations, Parallel Operations – which would be renamed Parallel Operations with 
Structured/Unstructured Days – would begin November 12 and run through Jan. 31, 2014, 
assuming exit criteria are met. 

SPP made its recommendation during the regular monthly CWG meeting October 25. The CWG 
voted to proceed with the recommendation October 31. Both recommendations will be sent to 
the Go-Live Team – comprised of 11 members and SPP senior staff – which will meet November 6 
to vote on whether to proceed with Parallel Operations. 

Marketplace Program Director Sam Ellis said setting aside days for structured and unstructured 
testing will help keep the program on track, while giving market participants (MPs) additional time 
to test their systems. A number of failed scenarios during Structured Market Trials (SMT) will have 
to be re-tested; SPP is recommending seven SMT scenarios be run during Parallel Ops. 

“This accommodates where we are, but also blocks out structured and unstructured testing days. 
We can begin exercising our go-live policies and procedures, validate protocol compliance of the 
entire Marketplace, and mitigate a compressed timeline,” Ellis said. (Structured testing verifies 
specific business processes and system functions between SPP and MPs in a very controlled 
manner; unstructured testing allows MPs to test their systems and business processes without SPP 
support.) 

The revised approach to Parallel Operations transitions Market Trials to seven official Operating 
Days a week. Specific Operating Days would be scheduled for unstructured testing by MPs and for 
any necessary structured tests. The Parallel Operations calendar also includes status checkpoints 
during and between each CWG meeting.  

SPP also recommended decoupling the Integrated Deployment Tests (IDT) from Parallel 
Operations, to support proceeding with the tests as scheduled. A mock IDT will take place 
November 12, with the first two-hour IDT scheduled for November 19. The IDTs will test SPP’s 
ability to dispatch registered Resources in real-time as the Marketplace’s Balancing Authority. 

“The IDTs are a critical part of the consolidated Balancing Authority’s function testing,” said Casey 
Cathey, SPP’s manager of Market Support and Analysis and business owner of Market Trials. 

Parallel Operations is designed to: 

 Exercise all SPP systems and make full use of policies and procedures developed and 
tested during earlier Market Trials phases. 

 Continue testing the abilities of MPs to conduct day-ahead and real-time activities.  

 Have SPP execute the markets and communicate results to the market. 

 Confirm the ability of MPs to respond to dispatch instructions. 

Now live, TCR Market to allocate its first Auction Revenue Rights 

The Transmission Congestion Rights (TCR) workstream has built and tested its systems, conducted 
two Market Trials phases, and has been given the green light to become the Integrated 
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Marketplace’s first business function to go live. Now comes the actual business of running the TCR 
Market. 

The TCR workstream is preparing for the first allocation of Auction Revenue Rights (ARR), which 
will be posted to eligible market participants (MPs) November 7. The ARRs can be self-converted 
into TCRs or held to receive a corresponding value during the TCR auctions. An interim TCR auction 
will be held Dec. 3-13, 2013; the first annual TCR auction will be held in May 2014. 

The Integrated Marketplace’s Go-Live Team voted unanimously October 11 to proceed with the 
TCR Market. The Go-Live Team reviewed recommendations from the Change Working Group and 
SPP staff, and 17 go-live criteria before issuing its formal approval. 

The TCR Market is integral to the Day-Ahead Market, which will ensure the next-day’s generation 
within SPP’s footprint is used economically and efficiently. TCRs are used as a financial hedge 
against congestion, allowing MPs to reduce their potential exposure to market-price fluctuations. 
The TCR Market went live before the Integrated Marketplace’s other functions so that participants 
can hold TCRs before congestion costs are incurred. 

The TCR Market has been undergoing Market Trials since January 2013, concluding them in 
September. The market’s systems have gone through more than two years of testing (1,700 days 
of effort), and the interfaces required to run the market have been fully operational since March. 

Customer Relations tightens focus, prepares for Parallel Operations 

SPP’s Customer Relations department is realigning its personnel and tweaking its use of the 
Request Management System (RMS) to improve initial responses to market participants in both 
the Integrated Marketplace and EIS (Energy Imbalance Service) Market. The nine-person 
department has been divided into Marketplace and EIS specialists and the customer accounts 
divided up accordingly – though all account reps will eventually handle Marketplace issues. 

“This will improve our ability to handle what we call first-level triage for operations questions,” 
said Don Martin, lead Customer Relations representative. 

With the account changes, Customer Relations will also ensure each representative will be notified 
of any RMS submissions related to their accounts. Based on customer feedback, the RMS closing 
process will be changed to where a pending-closure status gives the customer a chance to review 
SPP’s response before disagreeing or concurring. 

The personnel and RMS changes will both be effective with the start of Parallel Operations. 
Customer Relations currently maintains a 98 percent compliance with its service-level agreement 
(responding to RMS queries within five working days). 

Training offers course on Marketplace’s special resource types in November 

SPP Customer Training is offering an in-depth look at DVERs, NDVERs, and other acronyms in 

November with a two-part course on the Integrated Marketplace’s special resource types. The net 

Module 1: DVERs, NDVERS, Quick Starts Module 2: DDRs, BDRs, EDRs, Pseudo-Tied 

Tuesday, Nov. 5: 2-4:30 p.m. (CST) Thursday, Nov. 7: 2-4:30 p.m., CST 

 Monday, Nov. 18: 9-11:30 a.m., CST 
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